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Wisconsin  

Town Plan Commission Ordinance  

The Town Board of the Town of Red Cedar, Dunn County, Wisconsin, does hereby ordain as 
follows:  

Section 1, Title  
This ordinance is entitled the "Town of Red Cedar Plan Corrrmission Ordinancr:."  

Section 2. Purporse  
The purpose of this ordinance is to establish a Town of Red Cedar Plan Cornmission 

and set forth its grgani:zation, powers and duties, to further the health, safety, welfarr: and 
wise use of resources frrr the benefit of current and future residents of the Town and 

affect;ed neighboring jurisdictions, through the adoption and implementation of 
comprehensive planning with citizen involvement.  

Section 3. Authority: Establishment  
The Town. Board of the Town of Red Cedar has been authorized by the Town rneeting under 

sec. 60.1,1(2)[c), Wis. Stats., to exercise Village Powers' The Town has;a populaiion of less than 

2,500, according to the most recent regular or special Federal o*.,r1.rr, sec. 
990.01- [29), Wis. 

Stats. The Town Board hereby exercises Village Fowerrs under sec.60.Z2(3J, Wis. Siati., and 

establishes a five (5) member Plan Commission under Secs' 6,0.6;2(4), if .SS, and 611.23, Wis. 

Stats. The Plan Commission shall be considered the "Town planling Agency" under 

Secs.236.02(13) and 236.45, Wis. Stats.,'which authorize, but do not require, Town adoption 
of a subdivision or other land division ordinance.  

Section4. MemhershiB  

The plan Comrnission consists of one (1) member of the Tclwn Board, who miay be 

the Town Board Chairperson, and 
four [4) citizen members, who are not otherwise'fown 

officials, and whro shalibe persons of recognized experience and qualifications'  

Section 5, Appointmeqts  
tutembers. The'fown Board Chairperson, as per Wis. Stat. 56.69[2)[a), shall appoint members 

of the Plan Commission subjeci to confirmation by the Town Board, during the month of April, 
1o fill any expiring term. The Town Board Chairperson shall also select the Chairperson of ttre 

Plan Commission. The Town Board Chairperson may appoint hirnself or herseif or another 
Town Board member to the Plan Commission and may designate himself r:r herself, the other 

Town Board member, or a citizen member as Chairperson of the Plan ComLmission. In a year in 
which any Town Board member is elected at the spring elerction, any appointmen,tLr 

designation by the Town Board Chairperson shall be made afte.r the election and qualification 
of the Town Board members elected. Any citizen appointerd to the 
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Plan Commission shall take and file the oath of office within five {5) days of notice of 
appointment, as provided under Secs. 19.01 and 60.31, Wis, Stats.  

Alternates, The Town Board Chairperson may also appoint up to two alternate 

rnembers and designate one as "first" alternate and one as 
"second" alternate. The 

desigrrated "first" alternate shall act with full power only when a member of the 
commission refus:es to vote because of a conflict of interest or when a regular membe,r is 

absent. The "second" alternate shall so act only when the first alternate so refuses or is 
absent or when rnore than one regular member of the commission refuses to vote or is 
absen.t. The Townr Board Chairperson may request that such alternate member(s) attrend 
and participate in Planrring Commission meetings on a regular basis or in the absence of 
rergulilr members, The initial appointment of alternate members shall be for one 3-year 
term and one 2-yrear term.  

Section 6. Terms of Office  
The term of office for each citizen Plan Commission member shall be for a period of 3 

years ending onrApril 30, or until a successor is appointed and qualified. The Plan 
Comnnission member who is a Tovrrn Board Chairperson or Town Board member shalll serve 
on the Commission for a period of two (2) years concurrent with his or her tenn on ttre Trcwn 

Board, as allowed under sec. 66,0501(2J, Wis. Stats. An i.nitial appointment of such 'Iown 

Board Chairperson or Town Board member made after April 30 shall be for a term that 

expires two [2) years from the previous April 30.  

$@Zi[a$ilcies  
A person lvho is appointed to fill a vacancy on the Plan Cornmission shall serve for 

t.he remainder of the term. A member of the Plan Commission may be removed only lly a 
rrrajor:ityvote of the Town Board.  

Section 8. Compensation; Expenses  
The Town Boartl of the Town of Red Cedar hereby setl; a per diem allowance of 

$2S"CIO per meeting for citizen and Town Board members of the Plan Commission, as 
allowed under sec.66.0501[2J, Wis. Stats. In addition, the'fown B,oard may reimburse 
reaso,nable costs and expenses, as allowed under sec. 60.321-, Wis. Stats.  

Section 9. Exuerts & Staff  
The Plan Commission may, under sec. 62.23[1), Wis. Stats., recommend to the, Town 

lloarrl the emplolfment of experts and staff, and may review and recommend to the approval 
authority proposed payments under any conffact with an expert'  

Section 10. Rules: Records  
The Plan Commission, under sec. 62.23(2), Wis. Stats., may adopt rules for the 

transaction of its business, subject to Town ordinances, and shall keep a record of its 
resolutions, transactions, findings and determinations, which shall be a public recorcl under 
secs. 1-9.21-19.39, Wis. Stats. 
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Section 11. Chairperson & lfficers  
[1.) Chair]oersorr. The PIan Commission Chairperson shall be appointed and serve a 

term as providerl in sections 5 and 6 of this ordinance. The Chairperson shall, subject to 
Town ordinances and Commission rules:  

(a) provide leadership to the Commission;  

[bJ set Commission meeting and hearing dates;  

[c) provide notice of Commission meetings and hearings and set their 
agendas, personally or by his or her designee;  

(d) preside at Commission meetings and hearings; and  
(eJ en.sure that the laws are followed.  

(2) Vice Chairperson. The Plan Commission may elect, by open vote or secret ballot 
undrer sec. 19.BBl(1-), Wis. Stats., a Vice Chairperson to act in l-he place of the Chairpe.rson 
when the Chairperson is absent or incapacitated for any cause.  

(3) Secretary. The Plan Commission shall elect, by open vote or secret ballot under sec. 
19.88[1-), Wis. Stats., one of its members to serve as Secretary, or, with the approval of 

the'Iown Board, designate the Town Clerk or other Town officer or employee as Se,cretary.  

Secfion 12. Connrnission Members as Local Public.Officials  
AII members of the Plan Commission shall faithfully dischirrge their official duties to 

the hest of their abilities, as provided in the oath of office, sec. l-9.01-, Wis. Stats., in accordance 
with, but not limited to, the provisions of the Wisconsin Statutes on: Public Recrrrds, secs. 
L'9.2L-1.9.39; Code of Ethics for Local Government Officials, Secs. 19.4'2,19'58 & 19.59; Open 

I\rleetings, secs. L9.BL-19.89; Misconduct in Office, sec.946'L2; and Private Interests in pubtic 

Contracts, sec.946.1-3. Cornmission memhers l;hall further perfor:m their duties in a fair and 
rational manner and avoid arbitrary actions.  

Section 13. Gelreral & Miscellaneous Powers.  
The Plan Commission, under Sec.62.23[4), Wis. Stats., shzrll have the power: (1) 
Necessary to enable it to perform its functions and promote Town planning. [2J To 
make reports and recommendations relating to the plan and developrment of  

the Town to the:Town Board, other public bodies, citizens, prublic utilities and 
orgianizations.  

t3) To recommend to the Town Board programs for public improvements and the 
financing of such improvements.  

t4) fo receive from public officials, within a reasonable time, requested avaj.lable 
infcrrmation recluired for the Commission to do its work.  

[5) For itself, its members and employees, in the performance of their duties, to enter 
upon lancl, make examinations and surveys, and place and maintain necessary monuments 
and marks thereon. However, entry shall not be made upon private land, except to the e:tent 
that the private land is held open to the general public, without the permission of the 
landowner or tenant. If such permission has been refused, entry rshall be marCe under the 
authority of an inspection warrant issued for cause under sec. 66.[]119, Wir;. Stats., or other 
court-issued warrant. 
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Section 14. Town Comprehensive Planningr General Authoritv & Requirements [1J The 
Plirn Cornmission shall make, update, and adopt a comprehensive planL r.rnder Secs. 62.23 and 
66.1001", Wis. Stats., which contains the elements specified in sec. 66.L0A1-|Z), Wis. Stats, and 

follows the procedures in Sec.66.1001,(4), Wis. Stats. [2) In this section the requirement to 

"make and/or update" the plan means tltat the Plan Commission shall ensure that the plan is 
prepared, and oversee and coordinate the pnep;rration of thre plan, whether the work is 

performed for the Town by the Plan Commission, Tourn staff, another unit of government, the 
regional planning commission, a consultant, citizens, an advisory committee, or any other 

person, group or organizdtiron.  

Section 15. Procedure for Plan Commission Adoption & Recommendation of a Town 
Comnrehensive Plan or Amendment  

The Plan Commission, in order to ensure that the requirements of Sec. 66.1.00L(4), 
Wis.litats, are mert, shall proceed as follows.  

(1J PublicpaftU',ipa-tjon verificatl . Prior to beginning work on a comprehensive 
plan, the Plan Cornmission shall verifli that the Town Board has adopted written procerdures 
designed to foster public participation in every stage of preparation of the cornFrrehensive 
plan. These written procedures shall include open discussion, communication prrograms, 
information services, and noticed public meetings. These writtren procedures shall further 
provide for wide distribution of proposed, alternati'i/e or amended elements of a 
comprehensive plan and shall provide an clpportunity for wriitten comnnents to be s;ubmitted 
by members of the public to the'Iown Board and for the llown lloarrl to responClto such 
written comments.  

[2) Resoh"rrtion.'fhe Plan Commission, under Sec. 66.]-001[4J[b), Wis. Stats., shall 
recornmend its proposed comprehensive plan or amendment to ttre Town Board by adopting 
a resolurtion by a majority vote of the entire Plan Commis;sion. The vote shall be recorded in 
the minutes of the Plan Commission. The resolution shall refer to maps and other descriptive 

materials that relate to one or more elements of the comprehensivre plan. 'fhe resolution 

adopting a comprehensive plan shall further recite that the requiremrents of the 
comprehensive planning law have been met, under sec.66.l-001, Wis. Stats", namely that;  

(a) the Town Board adopted written procedures to foster public  
participation and that such procedures allowed public participation at each sl"age of 
preparing the comprehensive plan;  

[b) the plan contains the nine (9) specified elements and meets the  
requirements of those elements;  

(c) 
the fspecified) maps and (specified) other descriptive materials relate to 

the plan;  
(d) the plan has been adopted by a majority vote of the entire Plan  

Commission, which the clerk or secretarv is directed to record in the minutes; and 
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(eJ the Plan Commission clerk or secretary is directed to send a copy otlthe 
comprehensive plan adopted by the Commission to the governmental units 
specified in Sec. 66.1001[4), Wis. Stats., and Sub. (3J of this section.  

(3) Transrnittal. One copy of the comprehensive plan or amendment adopted by the PIan 
Commission for rercommendation to the Town Board shall be sent to: (a) Every governmental 

body that is located in whole or in part within the boundariers of the Town, including any 
school district, Town sanitary district, public inland lake protection and rehabilitation 

district, or other special district, [b) The clerk of every city, village, town, county and regional 

planning  
commission that is adjacent to the Town.  

(c) The Department of Administration'  
(dJ The r.egional planning commission in which the'Town is located.  

[eJ The public library that serves the area in which l.he Town is located'  

Section 16. Plan Implg{nentatior.r & Administratio.n  

tt] Ordinance deVelopmeft. If directed by resolution or motion of the Tovvn 
Board, the Plan Commission shall prepare the following:  

(al ZOniffg. A proposed Town zoning ordinance under village powers, iSecs' 

60.22(3),61.35 ind,62.23(7), Wis. Stats., a Town construction site erosion control 

and stormwater management zoning ordinance under sec.60'627 [6), Wis Sfttts., a 
Town exclusive agricultural zoning ordinance under Subch' V of ch' 9l-, Wis. Stats., 
and any other zoning ordinance within the Town's authority.  

[b'] Qfficial map, A proposed official map ordinance under sec. 62.23 (tt), 
Wis. Stats.  

[cJ Subdivisions. A proposed Town subdivision or other land division  
ordinance undelr sec.236.45, Wis. Stats'  

(d) Qfbgf. Any orher ordinance specified by ttre Town Board (Note: e'p;', 

historic preservation, design review, site plan review-f '  
(2) Ordinance amendment. The Plan Commission, on its own motion, or at the 4irer:tion of 
the'fown Board by its resolution or motion, may prepare proposed amendments to lhe 

Town's ordinances relating to comprehensive planning and lancl use.  
(3) Non-r.egulatory programs. The Plan Commission, on itt; own motion, or a1. the 

rlirection of t;he Town Board by resolution or motion, may prclpose non-regulatory programs 

to imtrrlement the comprehensive plan, including progr;ams relating to topics such :rs erlucation, 
economic development and tourism promotion, preservation of natural resources throu;gh 
the acquisition of land or conservation easements, and capital impnovement planning.  

t4) Progr.amaelminislfalion. The Plan Commission shall, pursuant to Town 
ordinances, havr: the following powers.  

(a) Zoning conditional use/special exception permjit requests. Conditional IJse/Speciai 
hxception permits shall be referred to the Fl.an Commission for review and advisory 
recommendation to the Town Board. As the'Iown is under County Zoning, the Illan 

Commission will strive to review these matters and make a recommendation to the: 'fown 

Board at its very first opportunity so a recommendation can be made to the County by ttre 
Town Board before the County holds the hearing on the request. 
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brdinance,s under Sec. 236.45, Wis. Stats, shall be referred to the Plan Commission 
for review and recommendation to the Town Board.  

1g1 CSM/Minor Subdivision and Plat review where no roads or la.nds ar3-@ be 
dedicated to the Town. The Town Board must make the final decision on a Plat or CliM 
which deldicates roads or lands to the Town. At its discretion, the Plan Comrnission may 
choose to make a final decision on a Plat or CSM which does not dedicate roetds or lands to 
the Town or make a recommendation and refer the matter to the Town l]oard for final 
decision.  

(5J Cqnsis;tency. When the Plan Commission considers any action that is subjtlct to the 
cronsistency requirement in Sec. 66.1"001[3J, Wis. Stats., the action of the Plan comrnission 
shalt be consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. If any such Plan Comntission action would 

not be consistent with the comprehensive plan, the Plan Commission slnall use tlhis zrs 

information to consider in updating the comprehensive plan.  

Section 17. Referrals to the Plan Commission  
(1) R-equi:red referrals, under sec. 62.23[5J, Wis. Stats. The following shall be 

referred to the Plan Commission for report:  
(aJ The location and architectural design of any public building.  
(b'f The location of any statue or other memorial'  
(c]f The location, acceptance, extension, alteration, vacation, abandonnrent, 

change ol'use, sale, acquisition of land for or lease of land for any:  
(i) street, alley, or other public way;  
(iii) park or playground;  

fiiiJ airport;  

IivJ area for parking vehicles; or  

[v) other memorial or public grounds"  
(dJ The location, extension, abandonment or authonization for any publicly 

or privatr:ly owned public utility'  

[e) All plats under the Town's jurisdiction under ch.236, Wis. Stats.,  
including;divisions under a Town subdivision or other land division ordinanr:e 
adopted under sec. 236.45, Wis. Stats., excluding those des;cribed in Sec. 1-6[at)(cJ of  

this Ordinance, above,  

[f] The location, character and extent or acquisition, leasing or sale of lands 
for  

(i) public or semi-Public housing;  
(ii) slum clearance;  
(iii) relief of congestion; or  

{'ivJ vacation camps for children'  

[gJ The amendment or repeal of any ordinance adopted under sec. 621.23, 

Wis. Stats., including ordinances relating to: the Town Plan Commission; the 

Enacted July 13, 
2015  



Town master plan or the Town comprehensive plan under sec. 66.1001-, Wis. Stats.; a 
Town olficial map; and Town zoning under village powers.  

[2) Requir:ed:eferrals under sec r Statutes other than ser:. 62,2i3[5], Wis. St;ats. 

The following shall be referred to the Plan Commission for report: (aJ An application for 
initial licensure of a child welfare agency or group home undler sec. 48.68[3), Wis. Stats.  

[bJ An application for initial licensure of a community-based residential 
facility unider sec. 50.03[4), Wis. Stats.  

(cJ Proposed designation of a street, road or public way, or any part th.ereof, 
wholly within the jurisdiction of the Town, as a pedesrrian mall under sec. 66.0905, 
Wis. Stats.  

(d') Matters relating to the establishment or termination of an architectural 
conservanry district under sec 66.1-007, Wis. Stats,  

[e]l Matters relating to the establishment of a reinvestment neighborh,ood 
required lo be referred under sec.66.1-1-07, Wis. Stats.  

[f) Mattelrs relating to the establishment or termination of a business  
improvennent district required to be referred under sec,66.1-109, Wis. Stats. 

(g') A proposed housing project under sec.66.12'l'1(3), Wis. Stats.  
(h) Matters relating to urban redevelopment and rernewal in the Towrt 

required to be referred under subch. XIII of ch. 66, Wis. Stats'  
(i) The adoption or amendment of a Town suhdivision or other land division 

ordinancr: under sec. 236.45[4), Wis. Stats.  
(j) Any other matter required by the Wisconsin Statutes to be referrecl to the 

Plan Commission.  
[3') Reouired rerferrals under this ordinance. In addition to referrals required by the 

Wisconsin Statures, the following matters shall be referred to the Plan Commission ilor 
rep0rtl  

(a) Any proposal, under sec. 59.69, Wis. Stats., for tlhe town to approve 

general county zoning so that it takes effect in the town, or to remain under 6;eneral 
county zclning,  

(b) Protrlosed regulations or amendments relating to historic preservation 
under ser:. 60.64, Wis. Stats.  

[c) A proposed driveway access ordinance or amendment.  

[d) A proposed Town official map ordinance under sec. 62.23{6),Wis Stats,, or 
any other proposed Town ordinance under sec.62.23, Wis. Stats., not specifically 
required by the Wisconsin Statutes to be referred to the commission.  

[e) A proposed Town zoning ordinance or amendment adopted under authoriqr 
separate from or supplemental to sec.62.23, Wis. Stats., including a Town 

construcLion site erosion control and stormwater management zoning ordinance 
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under sec. 60.627[6), Wis Stats., and a Town exclusive ag;ricultural zoning ordinance 
under subch, V of ch.91", Wis' Stats'  

[fJ An application for a conditional use/special exception permit under 
the Town zoning ordinance if the Town Board grants these permits under sec' 
62.23(7)(e) L, Wis. Stats. and the Town's ordinances.  

(g) A proposed site plan.  

[h) A proposed extraterritorial zoning ordinance or a proposed amend.ment 
to an existing ordinance under sec.62.23(7a), Wis. Sta.ts'  

(iJ A proposed boundary change pursuant to an approved cooperative plan 
agreement under sec. 66.0307, Wis. Stats., or a proposed, boundary agreement 
under sec.66.A225, Wis. Stats., or other authority.  

fi) A proposed zoning ordinance or amendment pursuant to an agreenrent in 
an appro\red cooperative plan under sec. 66.0307(7m), Wi:s. Stats.  

[k]r Any proposed plan, element of a plan or amendrnent to such plan or 
element d.eveloped by the regional planning commission and sent to the Town for 
review or adoPtion.  

fl) Any proposed contract, for the provision of inllormation, or the  
preparation of il comprehensive plan, an element of a plan or an implementation 
measure, betweren the Town and the regional planning commission, under sec, 
66.0309,'Wis. Stats., another unit of government, a consultant or any other person 
or organi:zation.  

[m) A proposed ordinance, regulation or plan, or arnendment to the  
foregoing;, relating to a mobile home park under sec. 66.0435, Wis. Stats. (n) A 
proposed agreement, or proposed modification to such agreement, to establish an 
airport affected area, under sec. 66.1009, Wis. Stats'  

(o) A proposed town airport zoning ordinance under sec. 114.136(2), Wis.  
Stats.  

[p) A proposal to create environmental remedial.ion tax incremental  
financing in the town under sec. 66.1106, Wis' Stats.  

[q) A proposed county agricultural preservation plan or amendment, under 
subch. IV of ch. 91, Wis. Stats., referred by the county to the Town, or proposlsd Town 
agricultural preservation plan or amendment.  

(r) Any other matter required by any Town ordinance or Town Boardl  
resolution or nrotion to be referred to the Plan Cornrnission.  
(4) DiscretiOnary referral5. The Town Board, or other town officer or body inrith 

findlapproval authority or referral authorization under the Towtt ordinances, may refer 
any of the foilov,ring to the Plan Commission for report:  

[aJ A proposed county development plan on cnrnprehensive plan, proposed 
element of such a plan, or proposed amendment to such plan'  

[tr) A proposed county zoning ordinance or amendment'  

Lt) 
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(cJ A proposed county subdivision or other land division ordinance under 
sec. 236.45, Wis. Stats., or amendment.  

(dJ An appeal or permit application under the county zoning ordinance to the 

counq/ zoning board of adjustment, county planning body or other county body. [eJ A 
proposed intergovernmental cooperation agreement under sec. 66.0301, Wis Stats., or 
other statute, affecting land use, or a municipal revenure sharing aigreement under sec. 
66.0305, Wis. Stats.  

[fJ A proposed plat or other land division under the county subdivision or 
other land division ordinance under sec. 236.45, Wis. Stats.  

(g'f A proposed county plan, under sec.236.46, Wis. Stats., or the proposed 
amendmelnt or repeal of the ordinance adopting such plan, for a system of town 
arterial thoroughfares and minor streets, and the platting of lots surrounded by 
them.  

[h)Any other matter deemed advisable for referral to the Plan Commission 
for reportt.  
tSl Beeuglpedad. No final action may be taken by the Town Board or any other 

officer or body with final authority on a matter referred to the Plan Commission until the 
Commission has made its repor! or thirty (30) days, or such longer period as stipulated by 

the Town Board, has passed since referral. The thirty [30) day peniod for referrals required 
by the Wisconsin Statutes may be shortened only if so authorized by statute. The thirty (30) 
day referrall period, for matters subject to required or discretionary referral under the Town's 
ordinances, but not required to be referred under the Wisconsin Statutes, may be made 
subject by the Town Board to a referual period shorter or longer than the thirty (30) day 
referral period if deemed advisable.  

Section 18, Effective Date  
Followinll passage by the Town Board, this ordinance shall take effect the day after 

the date of publication or posting as provided by sec. 60.80, Wis. Stats.  

The townr clerk shall properly post or publish this Resolution as required under Sec. 

60.80, Wis. Stats.  

ENACTED and ADOPTED 
this M^v tt  

Pete Prochnow, Town Chairperson  
ATTEST:  

(', nl /(, tt,,t"hi4& hrL,  

I  

,--;SEAL  

Cheryl Miller, Town Clerk ot[t4 lao,< I1 


